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Week of May 30, 1988 


YOUTH LABOR FORCE EXPECTED TO BE SMALLER 
THIS SUMMER THAN LAST 


WASHINGTON -- The 16 to 24-year-old labor force, which expands sharply 
every summer, iS expected to reach 25.3 million this July, slightly below 
the level of last summer, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor reports. 


The 16 to-24-year-old population, which has declined throughout’ the 
1980°s, will be about 600,000 lower this summer than last. A higher 
proportion of youths are expected to be in the labor force than last 
summer; however, the increase will not be enough to offset the effects of 
the population decline. 


Each summer, large numbers of students vie for temporary work, while 
high school and college graduates, many of whom were not in the labor force 
while attending school, move into or look for permanent jobs. As shown in 
the table, the 16-24 year-old labor force is projected to expand by 3.7 
million between April and July of 1988. 


Students entering the labor force for temporary summer jobs are 
expected to account for about 70 percent of the total increase in the youth 
labor force. The remainder will come from the permanent entry of high 
school and college graduates. In addition to these entrants, an estimated 
890,000 graduates who were already in the labor force in April (the vast 
majority in part-time jobs) can be expected to shift to full-time labor 
market participation during the summer months. 


Projected 1988 Summertime Level of the Civilian Labor Force 
16 to 24 Years of Age 


(In thousands) 


Month and year 16 to 24}Total 
years 


July 1988 (projected) ccccccceees| 25,300 
April 1988 eS ee a 21,605 
Projected April to July increase 3,695 
1987 to 1988 change: 


April to April (eetua) bao cae -485 
Jul to Jul (projected) .eceee -315 





Week of May 23, 1988 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: MARCH 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Nonfarm payroll employment was higher in March 1988 than 
a year earlier in 47 states and the District of Columbia, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. Over this same 
period, unemployment rates declined in 45 states and the District of Columbia, 
and the comparable national civilian worker unemployment rate, not seasonally 
adjusted, was down a full percentage point, from 6.9 to 5.9 percent. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not adjusted for 
seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited to changes from the 
same month a year earlier. Over-the-month comparisons may be affected by 
seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. ‘ 


Unemployment 


Over-the-year declines of 1 percentage point or more in the 
unemployment rates for March were reported by 26 states and the District of 
Columbia. The largest declines took place in Wyoming (4.2 percentage 
points), Mississippi (3.4 points), Alaska (2.6 points), and Louisiana (2.3 
points). (See table 1.) 


All New England and Middle Atlantic states had unemployment rates 
below the national rate in March, while nc state in the West South Central 
Region had a rate that low. New Hampshire, at 2.8 percent, had the lowest 
jobless rate in the nation for March, followed by Connecticut (3.1 
percent), Hawaii (3.2 percent), and Delaware and Massachusetts (both at 3.6 
percent). A total of 29 states and the District of Columbia reported rates 
below 6 percent. Three states had rates in double digits--West Virginia 
(11.8 percent), Louisiana (11.7 percent), and Alaska (10.8 percent). (See 
the map.) 


Among the 247 metropolitan areas for which March data are available, 
those with the lowest unemployment rates were: Stamford, Conn. (2.1 
percent), Pori smouth-Dover-Rochester, N.H. (2.3 percent), Burlington, Vt. 
(2.4 percent), Nashua, N. H., Portland, Maine, and Poughkeepsie, N.Y. (all 
with 2.6 percent). The highest unemployment rates were found in 
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (19.7 percent), Laredo, Tex. (16.9 percent), 
and Flint, Mich. (15.2 percent). 


The largest over-the-year decline in the jobless rate, 7.7 percentage 
points, occurred in Houma~Thibodaux, La., where the labor force dropped by 
7.0 percent. Declines of over 4 percentage points in the unemployment rate 
also took place in Gary-Hammond, Ind., and Lafayette, La. (both 4.5 
percentage points), and in Duluth, Minn. (4.2 points). The largest 
increase from a year earlier, 5.3 percentage points, occurred in Flint, 
Mich., where transportation equipment manufacturing employment dropped by 
about 30 percen: for the same time period. 





- BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 5/30/88 
STATE & METRO P.2 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment rose by 2 percent or more over the year in 
38 states and the District of Columbia. Percentage gains were largest in 
Nevada (6.6 percent), Delaware (6.0 percent), and Florida and Maine (both 
5.7 percent). Slight employment declines were reported in three states. 


Over half the states reported employment increases in every industry 
division. Practically all states had over-the-year gains in services. In 
four-fifths or more of the states, employment rose in wholesale and retail 
trade; finance, insurance and real estate; and government. Three-fourths 
of the states also reported higher employment in manufacturing and in 
transportation and public utilities. Manufacturing employment has improved 
substantially from last year when about two-fifths of the states reported 
job losses. 
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Table 1. Civilian labor force and unemployment by State 
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2 Data are obtained directly from the Current Population Survey annual averages and may differ from 
Population Survey. (See “Explanatory Notes” for State data published earlier. Except in 11] States designated 
and Area Labor Force Data in Employment and Earnincs, by footnote 1, estimates for 1983 are provisional and 
Monthly.) will be revised when new benchmark irformation becones 

p * preliminary. available. Data for Pucrto Rico are d2rived from a 

KOTE: Data refer to place of residence. monthly household survey similar to the Current 
Unemployment rates are computed from unrounded data. Population Survey and are not subject to revision. 
Estimates for 1987 have been benchmarked to 1987 Current 
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Week of May 30, 1988 


BUREAU UF LABUR STATISTICS RELEASE 1987 DEMOGRAPHIC 
DATA FOR STATES AND AREAS 


WASHINGTON--There are wide differences in teenage (age 16 to 
19) labor force participation among states, the U.S. Department 
of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reports in an annual 
databook, "Geographic Profile of Employment and Unemployment, 
1987." For example, in Minnesota, 74.1 percent of the teens were 
in the labor force, compared with only 38.1 percent in West 


Virginia. 


Other state differences gleaned from the databook follow: 


--The labor force participation rates for women ranged from a _ high 
of 65.8 percent in Nevada to a low of 40.4 percent in West Virginia. 
Corresponding rates for men varied from 82.1 percent in New Hampshire to 
64.7 percent in West Virginia. 


--The average workweek for employed women ranged from 37.8 hours in 
the District of Columbia to 32.0 hours in North Dakota. In comparison, the 
average workweek for men ranged from 45.3 hours in South Dakota to 39.9 
hours in Hawaii. 


The databook presents regional, state, and metropolitan area estimates 
of the civilian labor force, employment, and unemployment by age, sex, 
race, Hispanic origin, marital status, occupation, and industry. All 
estirites are annual averages derived from the Current Population Survey, a 
sample of 59,500 households conducted monthly for BLS by the Bureau of the 
Census. 


Geographic Profile of Employment and Unemployment, 1987, BLS Bulletin 
2305, is available from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402, for $10.00. Make checks payable to 
the Superintendent of Documents. 





Week of May 30, 1988 
REAL EARNINGS IN APRIL 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings increased 0.9 percent from 
March to April after seasonal adjustment, according to preliminary data 
released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
This increase stemmed from a 0.5 percent increase in average hourly earnings 
and a 0.9 percent increase in average weekly hours, which was partially 
offset by a 0.4 percent increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban 
Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll 
reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time 
and part-time workers holding production or nonsupervisory jobs are 
included. Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting 
earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 4.1 percent between April of 
1987 and 1988 as a result of a 3.5 percent increase in average hourly 
earnings and a 0.6 percent increase in average weekly hours. After 
adjustment for a 3.7 percent increase in the CPI-W over the same period, 
real average weekly earnings increased 0.3 percent. Before adjustment 
for seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average weekly earnings 
were $320.86 in April 1988, compared with $308.29 a year earlier. 


THE HOURLY EARNINGS INDEX 


The Hourly Earnings Index (HEL) in dollars of constant purchasing 
power was unchanged between March and April. Compared with a year 
earlier, the HEI decreased by 0.9 percent. (See tables 1 and 2.) The HEL 
excludes the effects of two types of changes unrelated to underlying wage 
rate movements--f luctuations in ove rtime in manufacturing and 
interindustry employment shifts. 





Week of May 30, 1988 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--APRIL 1988 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
rose 0.5 percent before seasonal adjustment in April to a level of 117.1 
(1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Labor reports. For the 12-month period ended in April, the CPI-U increased 


3.9 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) also rose 0.5 percent in April prior to seasonal adjustment. The 
April 1988 CPI-W leve] of 115.7 was 3.7 percent higher than the index in 
April 1987. 


The April 1988 indexes for the CPI-U and CPI-W on a 1967=100 refere ice 
base were 350.8 and 344.7, respectively. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 

a seasonally ust asis, the CPI-U rose 0.4 percent in April, 
following a 0.5 percent increase in March. These advances compare with an 
average monthly increase of 0.3 percent in the preceding 10 months. In 
April, the index for apparel and upkeep rose sharply for the second 
consecutive month, accounting for over one-quarter of the monthly increase 
in the CPI-U in both March and April. Food and beverage prices accelerated 
in April and accounted for nearly one-fourth of the monthly increase in the 
overall index. The energy component, largely reflecting an increase in 
gasoline prices, turned up in April, registering its first advance since 
November. 


For the first 4 months of 1988, the CPI-U rose at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
4.5 percent, about the same as the 4.4 percent rise in the 12 months ended in December 1987. 


The food and beverage index rose 0.6 percent in April, following a 0.4 percent increase 
in March. Grocery store food prices --up 0.8 percent in April-—registered their largest 
advance since August 1986, principally on the strength of increases in the indexes for meats, 
poultry, fish, and eggs and fruits and vegetables. Beef prices rose 2.3 percent in April, 
their third consecutive monthly advance. Pork prices rose 1.1 percent, following a 1.6 
percent increase in March. Poultry and fish prices also increased substantially in April—up 
1.0 and 2.9 percent, respectively. Prices for fruits and vegetables, on average, rose 1.4 
percent, reflecting large increases in both fresh and processed varieties. Among other 
grocery store foods, the index for cereal and bakery products increased 0.8 percent in April 
and has risen at a 7.9 percent annual rate during the first 4 months of 1988. Prices for 
dairy products, on the other hand, declined 0.1 percent in April. The other two components of 
the food and beverage index— restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages——-rose 0.4 percent and 
0.5 percent, respectively, the same as in March. 


The transportation component, which increased 0.1 percent in March, rose 0.3 percent in 
April. Over two-thirds of the April rise resulted from a 1.1 percent increase in the index 
for motor fuels. Partially offsetting the increase in gasoline prices was a decline in the 
costs associated with the purchase of new and used cars. New car prices were unchanged in 
April, but automobile finance charges declined 1.1 percent. Used car prices declined 0.5 
percent. The index for public transportation, reflecting an increase in airline fares, 
increased 0.8 percent. 





Week of May 23, 1988 


LABOR DEPARTMENT PUBLISHES NEW PAMPHLET 


" WASHINGTON -- The Office of Labor-Management Standards (OLMS) of the 
U.S. Department of Labor has published a new pamphlet, "All About OLMS," 
which describes the responsibilities and work of the agency. 


Specifically, "All About OLMS" describes the four major types 
of activities that OLMS performs in administering provisions of the 
Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 1959, as Amended 
(LMRDA). These activities are: 


Public disclosure of reports required by the LMRDA 
from unions, emplovers, labor relations consultants, 
union officers and employees, and surety companies. 


Compliance audits to ensure that unions are following 
LMRDA provisions. 


Civil and criminal investigations to determine if the 
LMRDA has been violated, particularly in regard to 
union officer elections and handling of union funds. 


Education and compliance assistance activities to help 
union members understand their rights under the LMRDA 
and to encourage unions and others to comply with the 
law's provisions. 


The pamphlet also briefly describes each of the OLMS 
compliance assistance publications and provides a tear-out form for 
ordering them. A list of the addresses and telephone numbers of 
all OLMS field offices is included. 


Copies of "All About OLMS" may he obtained from any OLMS field 
office or from the Branch of Publications, Office of 
Labor-Management Standards, Room N-5613, U.S. Department of Labor, 
Washington, D.C. 20210, telephone, 202-523-7320. 
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The housing index rose 0.3 percent in April, the same as in each of the preceding 2 
months. The 0.1 percent increase in shelter costs followed a 0.5 percent rise in March and 
was the smallest advance since March 1983. Within shelter, renters’ costs declined 0.3 
percent, homeowners’ costs increased 0.2 percent, and maintenance and repair costs rose 1.8 
percent. The decline in renters’ costs resulted from a 2.0 percent drop in charges for 
lodging while out of town. Residential rents rose 0.1 percent. The index for fuel and other 
utillties turned up in April. Household fuels rose 0.4 percent as increases in fuel oil 
prices and charges for electricity—up 1.0 and 0.8 percent, respectively, more than offset a 
0.4 percent decline in charges for natural gas. Among other utilities and public services, 
the index for telephone services rose 0.3 percent and charges for cable TV increased 1.4 
percent. The index for household furnishings and operations rose 0.6 percent, with the 


increase in postage rates accounting for most of that advance. 


The April increase of 2.0 percent in the apparel and upkeep component matches the 
March increase as the largest monthly advance on record (since 1947). The continued 
introduction of substantially higher priced spring and summer merchandise, particularly 
women's clothing, was again responsible for the increase. 


The medical care component rose 0.6 percent in April to a level 6.4 percent above a 
year ago. In April, the index for medical care commodities--prescription drugs, 
non-prescription drugs, and medical supplies--rose 0.7 percent. The index for medical care 
services rose 0.6 percent, with the costs of professional services and hospital and related 
services up 0.4 and 0.8 percent, respectively. 


The index for entertainment rose 0.5 percent in April, with advances in prices for toys 
sporting goods, and newspapers accounting for over one-half of the increase. The other goods 
and services component rose 0.3 percent in April, its smallest increase in 7 months. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers rose 
0.4 percent in April. 


Table B. Percent Changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-w) 
Seasonally adjusted | Unadjusted 
Compound 
Expenditure Changes from preceding month amnual rate 12-mos. 
category 1988 


All items 
Food and beverages 
Housing 
Apparel and upkeep 
Transportation 
Medical care 
Entertainment 
Other goods and services 





Week of May 23, 1988 


LABOR DEPARTMENT PUBLISHES NEW PAMPHLET 


" WASHINGTON -- The Office of Labor-Management Standards (OLMS) of the 
U.S. Department of Labor has published a new pamphlet, "All About OLMS,” 
which describes the responsibilities and work of the agency. 


Specifically, "All About OLMS" describes the four major types 
of activities that OLMS performs in administering provisions of the 
Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 1959, as Amended 
(LMRDA). These activities are: 


Public disclosure of reports required by the LMRDA 
from unions, emplovers, labor relations consultants, 
union officers and employees, and surety companies. 


Compliance audits to ensure that unions are following 
LMRDA provisions. 


Civil and criminal investigations to determine if the 
LMRDA has been violated, particularly in regard to 
union officer elections and handling of union funds. 


Education and compliance assistance activities to help 
union members understand their rights under the LMRDA 
and to encourage unions and others to comply with the 
law's provisions. 


The pamphlet also briefly describes each of the OLMS 
compliance assistance publications and provides a tear-out form for 
ordering them. A list of the addresses and telephone numbers of 
all OLMS field offices is included. 


Copies of "All About OLMS" may he obtained from anv OLMS field 
office or from the Branch of Publications, Office of 
Labor-Management Standards, Room N-5613, U.S. Department of Labor, 
Washington, D.C. 20210, telephone, 202-523-7320. 
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The housing index rose 0.3 percent in April, the same as in each of the preceding 2 
months. The 0.1 percent increase in shelter costs followed a 0.5 percent rise in March and 
was the smallest advance since March 1983. Within shelter, renters’ costs declined 0.3 
percent, homeowners' costs increased 0.2 percent, and maintenance and repair costs rose 1.8 
percent. The decline in renters’ costs resulted from a 2.0 percent drop in charges for . 
lodging while out of town. Residential rents rose 0.1 percent. The index for fuel and other 
utili{ties turned up in April. Household fuels rose 0.4 percent as increases in fuel oil 
prices and charges for electricity—up 1.0 and 0.8 percent, respectively, more than offset a 
0.4 percent decline in charges for natural gas. Among other utilities and public services, 
the index for telephone services rose 0.3 percent and charges for cable TV increased 1.4 
percent. The index for household furnishings and operations rose 0.6 percent, with the 
increase in postage rates accounting for most of that advance. 


The April increase of 2.0 percent in the apparel and upkeep component matches the 
March increase as the largest monthly advance on record (since 1947). The continued 
introduction of substantially higher priced spring and summer merchandise, particularly 
women's clothing, was again responsible for the increase. 


The medical care component rose 0.6 percent in April to a level 6.4 percent above a 
year ago. In April, the index for medical care commodities--prescription drugs, 
non-prescription drugs, and medical supplies--rose 0.7 percent. The index for medical care 
services rose 0.6 percent, with the costs of professional services and hospital and related 
services up 0.4 and 0.8 percent, respectively. 


The index for entertainment rose 0.5 percent in April, with advances in prices for toys 
sporting goods, and newspapers accounting for over one-half of the increase. The other goods 
and services component rose 0.3 percent in April, its smallest increase in 7 months. 


CPI _ for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers rose 
0.4 percent in April. 


Table B. Percent Changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 
Seasonally adjusted | Unadjusted 
; Compound 
Expenditure Changes from preceding month amnual rate 12-mos. 
category 1988 3-mos. ended| ended 


All items 
Food and beverages 
Housing 
Apparel and upkeep 
Transportation 
Medical care 
Entertainment 
Other goods and services 





Week of May 30, 1988 


FILLER -S. 


The U.S. Department of Labor awarded a total of $1 million 
in grants to 12 nonprofit organizations to help develop effective 
anti-drug abuse programs to assist employees in the workplace. 
Grants were made under the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986. 


# # # 


The program to fight workplace drug abuse is being conducted 
with funds appropriated under the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986, 
in which Congress directed the Labor Department to have studies 
made of both the incidence of drug abuse in the workplace and 
efforts to assist workers through such means as counseling and 
rehabilitation. 


# # # 


The U.S. Labor Department's Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration is responsible for the administration of grants 
under the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986. Funds awarded to 
nonprofit organizations will be used to develop programs to fight 
workplace drug abuse. 
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